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PASTOR’S NOTE 

 

Baptized Saints 

Fall is upon us. The leaves have fallen. Snow is on its way. We are 
in a change of seasons.  
 
Here at St. Paul's we are also in a change of season as we begin to 
enter into a wonderful time of the year. Otherwise stated, our 
church calendar is coming to a close at the end of November and 
we will soon begin a new church year with the season of Advent. 
This excites me for it is another year to hear, receive, and know 
that the Lord is for us.  
 
With each passing season and passing year, we can also be    
comforted that the sure and solid message of Christ-crucified will 
remain steadfast for our blessed church. In other words, as the 
world changes with its changing seasons, changing trends, and 
changing fashions, St. Paul's Lutheran - by God's grace - will      
remain consistent, unwavering, and faithful. Yes, it is my prayer 
that our blessed church might be a constant, consistent, and    
stable place for us as Baptized Saints. My prayer is that St. Paul's 
might be like a solid Ark in a world of raging wind and waves. My 
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prayer is that our church can be that safe haven of grace and forgiveness, not only for 
our members but for people of Minot and beyond.  
 
So, as we change from summer to fall and from fall to winter; as we change from one 
church year to the next; as our lives change; as our culture changes, our church will  
remain that one place for you and I to go where the unchanging and solid Word and 
Sacrament come forth.  
 
May you, me, and St. Paul's Lutheran remain steadfast in this upcoming church year as 
we are continually grafted into the uncompromising truths of God's Word; His Word 
that holds, shapes, and preserves us. 
 

Anchored with you in Christ,  

Pastor Richard 
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11/3 Kimberly Shappell  11/16 Wallace Darkow 

11/3 Anthony Steinke  11/16 Shirley Dosch 

11/4 Kayla King  11/21 Gary Walhaug 

11/5 Dave Beach  11/24 Dean Cooper 

11/7 Rudy Steinke  11/24 Tamara Gillmore 

11/8 Autumn Hendrickson  11/28 Yvonne Hoover 

11/9 Kiya Plesuk  11/30 Sutten Bailey 

11/10 Brian Lokken  11/30 Jacob Glasgow 

11/11 Andrea Grossman  11/30 Jeanine Kabanuk 

11/13 Barbara Braun  11/30 Donald Ladner 

11/14 Katelyn Shappell  11/30 Roger Pelzer 

11/15 Jacob Lokken  11/30 Keith Seney 
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Pastors Stevens and Anderson are both Lu-
theran pastors.  They both have Lutheran 
Churches in the same city.  And they both 
subscribe to Luther’s Small Catechism.  How-
ever, both churches are on opposite ends of 
the spectrum.  But why?  The answer is that 
Pastor Anderson has tragically committed the 
Lutheran downgrade.   

So what is the Lutheran downgrade?  The Lu-
theran downgrade is the subtle and incre-
mental reduction, de-emphasis, negligence, 
erosion, and possible eventual loss of Luther-
anism - Christianity.    

But how does the Lutheran downgrade hap-
pen?  It begins with how pastors and church-
es misunderstand the Small Catechism.   

For those not familiar with the Small Cate-
chism, it is a book of instruction that teaches 
six main parts of the Christian faith.   

They are:  
The Small Catechism 
1) The Ten Commandments 
2) The Apostles’ Creed 
3) The Lord’s Prayer 
4) Baptism 
5) Absolution 
6) Communion  

 

Before we go on, we must under-
stand that the Ten Command-
ments, the Apostles’ Creed, and 
the Lord’s Prayer constitute what 
is called the Common Christian 
Teaching.  And the second half of 

the Catechism (Baptism, Absolution, and 
Communion) constitute the Sacraments.  So, 
as a result of these categories, we can natu-
rally see a division between parts 1-3 and 
parts 4-6.   

Now, regarding these two categories, what 
we must understand is that Pastor Stevens 
and Pastor Anderson treat this division quite 
differently.   

Pastor Anderson believes that the first half of 
the Catechism are the essential parts.  That is 
to say; he believes that the Commandments, 
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer are more im-
portant than Baptism, Absolution, and Com-
munion.   

Pastor Stevens, though, sees all six chief parts 
as essential but understands that the Com-
mandments, Creed, and Lord’s Prayer must 
be learned before studying Baptism, Absolu-
tion, and Communion.  Pastor Stevens be-

lieves that parts 1-3 are a founda-
tion to be laid before moving on 
to parts 4-6.  

So, what this means is that Pastor 
Anderson considers the second 
part of the Catechism as an ad-
dendum or footnote.  He sees 
Baptism, Absolution, and Com-
munion as a nonessential appen-
dix of Lutheran Distinctives.   

 

 
Continue onto the Next Page  



 

Now, back to the downgrade.  Pastor Ander-

son opens the door to the Lutheran down-

grade when he incorrectly considers Baptism, 

Absolution, and Communion as nonessential 

Lutheran Distinctives.     

Once the door is open to the Lutheran down-
grade, Pastor Anderson begins his down-
grade journey by buying into the conviction 
that things such as baptizing babies, a pastor 
forgiving sins, and closed communion are 
difficult pills for the dechurched and un-
churched to swallow.  It is very important to 
keep in mind that Pastor Anderson believes 
in Baptism, Absolution, and Communion; 
however, his missionary zeal tells him that 
the second half of the Catechism could be a 
potential turnoff to new members.  Besides, 
since the second half of the Catechism con-
sists of so-called nonessential Lutheran     
distinctives, he believes that they can be ex-
amined at some other point in the future. 

And there is another component.  Pastor   
Anderson continues the downgrade when he 
deemphasizes the second half of the        
Catechism in both his teaching and church 
services for the sake of keeping peaceful    
relationships with other churches in the city.  
He knows that the other churches in town 
will agree – for the most part – with the Ten 
Commandments, Apostles’ Creed, and the 
Lord’s Prayer.  However, with respect to   
Baptism, Absolution, and Communion, Pastor 
Anderson knows that these doctrines will  
create ecumenical tension.  He knows that 
the second half of the Catechism creates a 
theological rub with Baptists,                   
Non-Denominationalists, and Nazarenes who 
sometimes visit his church on Sundays.     

To the point: even though there are six chief 
parts of the Catechism, some pastors focus 
only on the first three parts and minimize the 
last three, resulting in the Lutheran down-
grade.  When the division of categories is  

Continue onto the Next Page  

The chart below illustrates Pastor Anderson’s perspective:       

Essential Christian Teaching                     Nonessential Lutheran Distinctives 
     1)     The Ten Commandments                  4)  Baptism 
     2)     The Apostles’ Creed                          5) Absolution 
     3)     The Lord’s Prayer                              6) Communion  

 

 

We must keep in mind that the division between the first three parts and the second three 
parts of the Catechism is not a division of importance (as understood by Pastor Anderson).  
But instead, it is a division of what needs to be taught first as a foundation (as understood 
by Pastor Stevens).  Indeed, we must not fail to realize that Baptism, Absolution, and Com-
munion are just as essential as the Commandments, Creed, and Lord’s Prayer.  Baptism, Ab-
solution, and Communion are so important that “without them no one can be a Christian.”  
The chart below illustrates Pastor Stevens’ perspective:      

Foundation of Essential Christian Teaching 

1) The Ten Commandments 

2) The Apostles’ Creed 

3) The Lord’s Prayer 

Sacraments of Essential Christian Teaching 

4) Baptism 

5) Absolution 

6) Communion  



 

made in the Catechism, the second half can 
be neglected or dismissed.    

Now, if a person were to visit Pastor Stevens’ 
church, they would notice something com-
pletely different.  All six essential parts of the 
Small Catechism are present.  For example, at 
the beginning of the Divine Service, Pastor 
Stevens makes the sign of the cross to re-
mind everyone of their Baptisms (4).  During 
the quiet portion of confession, the church is 
encouraged to consider their sin according to 
the Ten Commandments (1).  The forgiveness 
of sin is pronounced as Pastor Stevens raises 
his hand and proclaims the Absolution (5).  
The Apostles’ Creed (2) is confessed by the 
whole congregation before the sermon.  And 
the Lord’s Prayer (3) is prayed before weekly 
Communion (6).  Indeed, all six essential chief 
parts of the Small Catechism are in the 
church service every week.   

But how does Pastor Anderson’s Lutheran 
downgrade specifically show up in his weekly 
church services?  To name a few, Pastor     
Anderson does not make the sign of the 
cross in remembrance of Baptism, for he be-
lieves non-denominational guests may see it 
as too Catholic and be turned off.  He also 
paraphrases the language of Confession and 
Absolution in the services, because he con-
siders the words, “I a poor miserable sinner,” 
and, “I forgive you of your sins,” as too offen-
sive to the ears of dechurched attendees.  
And finally, Pastor Anderson minimizes Com-
munion to once a month because he believes 
that the unchurched would be uncomfortable 
hearing about the eating and drinking of the 
body and blood of Christ in their first church 
service.   

Again, it is imperative at this point to keep in 
mind that Pastor Anderson does not reject 
the last three parts of the Catechism; howev-
er, he does not treat them as essential parts 
of his practice, which results in their neglect 
and the Lutheran downgrade.  

There is another component at work in the 
Lutheran downgrade as well.  It is similar to 
what has already been mentioned.  Concern-

ing youth, both pastors realize that there is a 
separation between the content of the Small 
Catechism and youth.  As a result of this gap, 
there are only two options.  Either the con-
tent of the Catechism should be lowered to 
the youth, or the youth should rise to the 
Catechism.  That is to say, is the answer with 
adjusting the Small Catechism downward to 
youth or does the responsibility lie with the 
youth and Pastor to rise to the Small         
Catechism?   

Contrary to what we might expect, both   
Pastor Stevens and Pastor Anderson expect 
the youth to learn the first three parts of the 
Catechism.  They expect the youth to rise to 
the Commandments, Creed, and Lord’s   
Prayer.  However, with Baptism, Absolution, 
and the Lord’s Supper, Pastor Anderson does 
not apply the same amount of catechetical 
rigor and time commitment.  Why should he 
on a so-called nonessential appendix of doc-
trine that is a stumbling block for evangelism 
and a wedge in ecumenical relationships?   

And so, we now see how the Lutheran down-
grade occurs through the subtle and incre-
mental reduction, de-emphasis, and negli-
gence of Baptism, Absolution, and Commun-
ion. The downgrade happens by reducing the 
six essential parts of the Small Catechism to 
three essential parts, for the sake of evange-
lism, ecumenicalism, and youth.   

May pastors and parents be faithful in avoid-
ing a Lutheran downgrade (which is a Chris-
tian downgrade) by upholding all six chief 
parts of the Small Catechism.  And may we 
also have a zeal for evangelism by boldly 
teaching, preaching, and sharing all six chief 
parts, for all parts are essential, good, and 
salutary!  And regarding youth?  May it be a 
primary goal to deliver and teach all six chief 
parts of the Small Catechism – without a Lu-
theran downgrade – for the Commandments, 
Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, Absolution, 
and Communion are wonderful gifts that the 
young and old can always be instructed in.   

1 Martin Luther, The Large Catechism, IV:1. 
 
2The dechurched are those who used to be active in a local church 
but no longer are.  Unchurched are those who have no background 
in a local church and are not currently attending a church.   



 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church   November 2019 Newsletter          7 

What’s Happening at St. Paul’s? 

CRADEL ROLL 

We are proud to announce that St. Paul’s cradle roll is growing steadily. 

Since August, we’ve had four babies born into our church family!  

The Pierson family, Smude family, Haney family, and Pape family have all 

welcomed precious little ones recently and our continued prayers for 

them would be a wonderful blessing as they bring their children up 

learning to love the Lord.  
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Throughout the upcoming year, we will be participating in various 

church services with St. Mark's Lutheran Church that will be held at 

both churches.  

Join Us!  

Introducing Joint Services 

with  

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 

Divine Service Schedule  
(Time, Date, & Place) 

 

7pm, December 31, 2019, New Year’s Eve Divine Service, St. Paul’s 
7pm, January 6, 2020, Epiphany Divine Service, St. Mark’s 
7pm, April 11, 2020, Holy Saturday Divine Service, St. Paul’s 
7pm, May 21, 2020, Ascension Divine Service, St. Mark’s 

Stay informed by keeping up to date with upcoming service times and dates. Please consult the church 

calendar in upcoming newsletters and online on websites at: 

www.anchoredminot.com 
and 

www.stmarksminot.com 
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Lutheran Laymen’s League (LLL) 

Thanksgiving Potluck 

Friday, November 22
nd

@ 6:30pm  

Everyone is invited to attend 

Bring a salad and/or a dessert 

LLL will provide the turkey  

and potatoes 
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St. Paul’s - Did You Know? 
Hey St. Paul’s, did you know the whole 

family may attend a Lutheran Laymen 

League (LLL) meeting? 

 

Yes  they sure can! LLL meets 

about 6 to 8 times a year. 

Meetings consist of a potluck at 6:30pm and 

then the meeting and a short bible study by 

pastor. They are for the whole family. Anyone 

interested call Jerry Delzer at (701) 624-9704 or 

Leonard Nelson at (701) 839-5811.  

The International Lutheran Laymen's 

League (Int'l LLL) is a dedicated group of 

supporters and volunteers who are active in 

ministry domestically and around the 

world. These are people of all ages and 

walks of life. To learn about our history, visit 

www.lhm.org/about/ourhistory.asp 



 

Save the Date for Festival of Trees on Sat. Nov. 23 

The Festival of Trees Public Tree Viewing runs from 10 am – 2 pm.  This free family event will 

include viewing of decorated Christmas trees and the opportunity to vote for the People’s 

Choice Award. The free photo booth is the perfect opportunity to take that family Christmas 

Card picture. Enjoy refreshments that include hot chocolate, coffee and cookies. Children 

can interact and have their picture taken with Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus or other       

characters in the Live Nativity. New this year at the Public Tree Viewing is a Children’s Christ-

mas Book Exchange.  Children are encouraged to bring a Christmas book to swap for a dif-

ferent one!  

 

The Festival of Trees Social and Auction begins at 5:30 pm on Nov. 23.  There will be a live 

auction of decorated Christmas trees, raffle, silent auction, food and music. Tickets for the 

Social and Auction sell for $10 in advance and $15 at the door. Ticket purchasers will be en-

tered to win one of three Visa gift cards, two of which are $250 and one $500 card. Need 

not be present to win. 

 

Proceeds will benefit Dakota Hope Clinic, the only life-affirming pregnancy help center in 

northwest North Dakota. The 501(c)(3) Christian non-profit organization was formed to help 

women and men facing an unintended pregnancy. All services at Dakota Hope Clinic are 

100% free and confidential. To purchase a ticket, click on the partner with us tab 

at www.dakotahope.org or call 701-852-4675.   
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ACOLYTESACOLYTESACOLYTES   

John 12:26 

GREETERSGREETERSGREETERS   

NOVEMBERNOVEMBERNOVEMBER   

2019 SCHEDULES 2019 SCHEDULES 2019 SCHEDULES    
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John 12:26 

USHERSUSHERSUSHERS   

10:30 USHERING TEAMS 

Joshua Shappell          240-6228 

10:30 8:00 

NOVEMBERNOVEMBERNOVEMBER   

2019 SCHEDULES 2019 SCHEDULES 2019 SCHEDULES    

Team 2 Roger & Riley   November 03, 2019   3 

Team 1 Joe & Lyle    November 10, 2019   4 

Team 2 David & David Jr.  November 17, 2019   1 

Team 1 Asa & Mark    November 24, 2019   2 
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John 12:26 

ELDERSELDERSELDERS   

Tuesday 
November  12th 

4:00pm 

November 03, 2019   K. Filipek  L. Hudson 

November 10, 2019   D. Faydo  R. Schwarz  

November 17, 2019   D. Kabanuk  M. Bonnie 

November 24, 2019   M. Schaefer  B. Lokken* 

*Midweek Services 10:30 Elder to Cover 

 

10:30 8:00 

NOVEMBERNOVEMBERNOVEMBER   

2019 SCHEDULES 2019 SCHEDULES 2019 SCHEDULES    
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Pastor’s Study Hours 

Tuesday - Friday  

10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Monday 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday  

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Friday 

 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

Please contact Pastor or the Parish office  

if you need spiritual care;  

know of someone hospitalized and needing a visit;  

have a prayer submission;  

or have any other church-related circumstance.  

Pastor Contact Information 

Email:  

pastor@anchoredminot.com 

 

Cell: 701-389-0418 

Office: 701-852-2821 

Blog: www.pastormattrichard.com 

 

Parish Office Contact Information 

Email:  

secretary@anchoredminot.com 

 

Office: 701-852-2821 
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www.anchoredminot.com 

For the most upFor the most upFor the most up---tototo---date calendar events, date calendar events, date calendar events, 
please check out our online calendar atplease check out our online calendar atplease check out our online calendar at   


